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Boydell's Shakespeare.   The history of this notori-
ous undertaking was briefly this.   Boydell was an
art publisher in Pall Mall, where he had established
a gallery and filled it with the work of Sir Joshua
Reynolds, Benjamin West, Opie, and Northcote,
chiefly in Shakespearian subjects.   George Nicol
the bookseller proposed to the Boydells that William
Martin, brother of Robert Martin of Birmingham,
should be employed to cut a set of types with which
to print an edition of Shakespeare's works, to be
illustrated with the drawings then in  Boydell's
gallery.   This William Martin had learnt his art in
the foundry of Baskerville;  and such is the irony
of fate, that less than twenty years after the death
of that eminent founder, his work, scorned by the
booksellers of London in his own day, was imitated
in what was certainly one of the most pretentious
books that had ever come from the English press.
The printer selected for the work was William
Buhner, a native of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, where he
was apprenticed to Mr. Thomson, the printer, of
Burnt  House  Entry,   St.  Nicholas   Churchyard.
At  that   time   he   formed   a   friendship   with
Thomas Bewick, the engraver, who in his Memoir
tells us that Bulmer used to  c prove ' his cuts
for him.

After serving his time, Bulmer came to London
and entered the printing-office of John Bell, who
was then issuing a miniature edition of the poets,
A fortunate accident won him his acquaintance